
GRADE LEVEL K: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Government & Civics/Culture & Societies 

 Geography 

 Historical Perspective 

 Economics  
 
Social studies in the primary grades has a different level/grade context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five includes an integrated focus on United States history. 
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated 
fashion to explore the content. 
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a 
culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this 
document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social 
studies content. They must also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social 
studies to personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, 
the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the intermediate level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic 
Expectations. Social Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of 
social studies. The five Big Ideas in social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, 
Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are 
conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade level. This consistency ensures students have multiple 
opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 
UNIT 1: GOVERNMENT & CIVICS/CULTURES & SOCIETIES 

Government & Civics 
The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristics of representative democracy in 
the United States, including its fundamental principles, structure and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, 
authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic 
competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social 
studies. 

Cultures and Societies 
Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways 
(e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules, and institutions in a global 
society. Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and 
divide them. 

*Essential Questions: 

1. How have I grown and changed my life? 

2. Why am I special?  

3. Why are feelings important?  

4. How can I be a good student at school?   

5. How does our school work? 

6. Why is it important to make good choices?  

7. How can I be a good family member?  

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A: All About Me 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How have I grown and changed 

my life?  

* Why am I special? 

*Why are feelings important?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Feelings  

 Family 

 Friends 

 Unique 

 Family and Friends-students develop 

awareness of the culture of immediate 

surroundings including self, family, and 

classroom 

 Develop an awareness that human needs 

are met through self and family. 

 Develop awareness that differences can 

cause conflicts within a family and a 

classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Perform classroom jobs/duties.  Discuss 

the importance of each job.   

 Create an “All About Me” book or poster. 

 Start a timeline based on “Our 

Kindergarten Year”. 

 Learn from the book: Teaching Students 

to Get Along: Reducing conflict and 

increasing cooperation in K-6 classrooms 

by Lee Canter and Katia Peterson. 

 Participate in cooperative groups. 

 Role-play to practice listening skills. 

 

 We Can Share at School by 

Rozanne Lanczak 

 I Won’t Share by Hans Wilhelm 

 What I Like at School by Peter and 

Sheryl Sloan 

 I Love School!  By Hans Wilhelm 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 



Historical Perspective: 
SS-EP-5.1.1 
Students will use a variety of primary 
and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, 
diaries, timelines) to interpret the 
past.   
 

 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 
 

SS-EP-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms 
of interactions (compromise, 
cooperation, conflict, competition) 
that occur between individuals and 
groups at home and at school.   
 
 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can use a timeline to show special events 

in my life.    

 I can describe myself.  

 I can describe my family.  

 I can compare a picture of myself to a 

picture of a classmate, describing 

similarities.   

 I can tell about things that I like and don’t 

like.   

 I can compare what I like and don’t like to a 

classmate’s likes and dislikes.  

 

 

 

 I can describe what makes me happy, sad, 

angry, or lonely. 

 I can identify and describe happy situations. 

 I can identify and describe sad situations.   

 I can describe why feelings are important. 

 I can describe how I feel and why I feel that 

way in different situations.   

 I can look at pictures and identify how the 

people in the picture might be feeling.   

 Do You Want to Be My Friend? 

by Eric Carle 

 Making Friends by Cassie Mayer 

 Thank You by Betsey Chessen and 

Pamela Chanko 

 Owen & Mzee: Best Friends by 

Isabella Hatkoff 

 One Happy Classroom by Charnan 

Simon  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

B: Being a Good Student  
 

Essential Questions: 

*How can I be a good student?  

*How does our school work?  

*Why is it important to make 

good choices? 

*How can I be a good family 

member?  
 
Government: 
SS-EP-1.1.2 
Students will identify and explain the 
purpose of rules within organizations 

 Rules for School 

 Rules for Home 

 Making Good Choices  

 Understands that classroom and school 

rules need to be followed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can identify a rule. 

 I can describe a rule. 

 

 

 Help create and/or display charts of 

classroom and school rules. 

 Understand classroom jobs and be able to 

define their purpose in the classroom and 

school. 

 Use manners and respect for others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



(e.g., school, clubs, teams) and 
compare rules with laws.   
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the 
community (e.g., helping with chores, 
obeying rules, participating in 
community service projects such as 
recycling, conserving natural 
resources, donating food/supplies) 
and explain why civic engagement in 
the community is important. 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 

 

 I can tell why it is important to have rules 

in our classroom.   

 I can name some of the rules of the 

classroom. 

 I can describe what would happen if we do 

not follow the rules.  

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how to be a good helper in 

the classroom. 

 I can describe ways to get along with my 

classmates.   

 

C: How Our School Works 
 
Essential Questions: 

*How does our school work?  

 
Government: 
SS-EP-1.3.1  Students will define basic 
democratic ideas (e.g., liberty, justice, 
equality, rights, responsibility) and 
explain why they are important today.  
 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the 
community (e.g., helping with chores, 
obeying rules, participating in 
community service projects such as 
recycling, conserving natural 
resources, donating food/supplies) 

 School rules 

 Responsibilities 

 Citizenship 
 
 
 
 
 

CLTs:  
 I can identify the adults who work in my 

(e.g., principal, counselor, teachers, 

lunchroom staff, custodians, secretaries, 

etc.) 

 I can name of the responsibilities of the 

adults in my school.   

 I can name some of my responsibilities as a 

student in my school. 

 I can describe why it is important to have 

rules in my school. 

 

 

 

 Understands that there are rights and 

responsibilities within family, 

classroom, and the school. 

 Take a school tour 

 Make a map of the school  

 School Bus by Donald Crews 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



and explain why civic engagement in 
the community is important. 
 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 

 

 
 

 I can describe ways people work together in 

my school.   
 

D: Making Good Choices  
 
 

Essential Questions: 

*Why is it important to make 

good choices? 

*How can I be a good family 

member?  
 

Government: 
SS-EP-1.3.2 Students will identify and 
give examples of good citizenship at 
home, at school, and in the 
community (e.g., helping with chores, 
obeying rules, participating in 
community service projects such as 
recycling, conserving natural 
resources, donating food/supplies) 
and explain why civic engagement in 
the community is important. 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 

 Choices 

 Community 

 Consequences 

 Family 

 

 

 
 

CLTs:  
 I can make good choices at school. 

 I can help the class or a group of people 

make a good choice. 

 I can describe what may happen when I 

make good choices.  

 I can describe what may happen when I 

make poor choices. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 I can describe how to work in a group. 

 I can make good choices as I work with a 

group. 

 I can describe how to work out a difference 

with a classmate.   
 
 
 
 
 

 Understands that there are rights and 

responsibilities within family, classroom, 

and the school. 

 A Circle of Friends by Giora 

Carmi 

 

 Create a family album 

 Recycle! By Gail Gibbons 

 A Chair for My Mother by 

Vera Williams 

 Snapshots from the Wedding 

by Gary Soto 

 A is for Africa by Ifeom 

Onyefulu 

 Bear at Home by Stella 

Blackstone 

 Family Pets by Lola M. 

Schaefer 

 Too Many Tamales by Gary 

Soto  

 

 Create a Personal Timeline 

 The Name Jar by Choi Yangsook  

 I Like Me by Nancy Carlson 

 Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 
 
SS-EP-2.3.2 Students will identify 
appropriate conflict resolution 
strategies (e.g., compromise, 
cooperation, communication). 
 
 
 

 

 

 I can identify some rules at home. 

 I can tell why having rules at home is 

important. 

 I can describe ways to get along with my 

family.   

 I can describe my family. 

 I can describe how to be a good helper at 

home.   

 I can name some responsibilities that I have 

at home. 

 I can describe a tradition my family 

celebrates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Idea 

UNIT 2: GEOGRAPHY 
Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and human/environmental interaction. Students need 
geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography 
has impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective 
also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future. 

 
Essential Questions: 

1.  How can I locate important places on a map or a globe? 

2.  How can we use a map or globe to learn about our world? 

3.  What are the major differences between maps and globes? 

4.  How can we learn to locate places on a map or globe?  

5.  How do people navigate to get from one location to another? 

6.  What types of landforms and bodies of water are located near me? 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A. Map and Globe Skills: 
the Place Where I Live 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How can I locate important 

place on a map or a globe? 

*How can we use a map or globe 

to learn about our world?  

*What are the major differences 

between maps and globes?  

*How can we learn to locate 

places on a map or globe?  

*How do people navigate to get 

from one location to another?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Map 

 Globe 

 Cardinal Directions (North, South, East, 

West) 

 Near 

 Far 

 Location  

 Place 

 Locate 

 Every place is unique and can be described 

by its human and physical characteristics. 

(e.g., language, religion, housing, landforms, 

climates, water, geographical locations). 

 Recognizes that map and globes show 

places.  Begins to know the difference 

between maps and globes.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Locate places on a map and/or globe. 

 Make a map of the classroom on a poster 

board and draw themselves at their 

desk/table. 

 Create a geography book with pictures of 

different landforms and bodies of water.   

 Create a T-Chart to hang in the classroom 

labeled “Landforms” and “Bodies of 

Water” at the top.   Fill in the names 

underneath each section as they read text/s 

that refer to these specific terms.   

 Play “Where Am I?”  Give clues to 

students about your location and have them 

guess where you would be located.   

 Have students match pictures of 

landforms and bodies of water to the 

correct name.   
 Can You Read a Map? By Rozanne 

Lanczak 

 Looking Down by Steve Jenkins 

 Inside, Outside, Upside Down by Stan 

and Jan Berenstain 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Geography 
SS-EP-4.1.1 Students will use 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, 
mental maps, charts, graphs) to 
locate and describe familiar places at 
home, school, and the community. 

 

 
SS-EP-4.1.2 Students will use 
geographic tools to identify major 
landforms (e.g., continents, mountain 
ranges); bodies of water (e.g., oceans, 
major rivers); and natural resources 
on Earth’s surface and use relative 
location. 

 
CLTs: 
 I can identify a globe. 
 I can identify a map. 
 I can describe how we use maps and globes. 
 I can use a simple map of the school grounds to 
locate places in the school. 
 I can use a simple map of the neighborhood to 
locate places in the neighborhood. 
 I can locate my state on a map of the United 
States.   
 I can use direction words to tell where 
something is located (e.g., beside, in front of, 
next to, behind, above, inside, behind, middle, 
in between, top, bottom) on a map or globe.   

B. Physical 
Characteristics: 
Landforms and Bodies of 
Water 

 

Essential Questions: 

*What types of landforms and 

bodies of water are located near 

me?   
 
 
 
 

Geography 
SS-EP-4.1.2 Students will use 
geographic tools to identify major 
landforms (e.g., continents, mountain 
ranges); bodies of water (e.g., oceans, 
major rivers); and natural resources 
on Earth’s surface and use relative 
location. 

 

 

 Landform 

 Hills 

 Wetlands 

 Forests 

 Body of Water 

 River 

 Lake  

 Stream 

 Ocean 

 

 

 
CLTs: 
 I can identify water and land on a globe. 
 I can identify water and land on a map.   
 I can look at pictures of places (landforms) 

and describe their physical characteristics 
(mountains, hills, valleys, etc.). 

 I can explain how some places are alike and 
different by comparing landforms and/or 
bodies of water, etc.  

 Living in Urban Communities by Kristin 

Sterling 

 Over in the Meadow by John Langstaff 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 3: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE  
History is an account of events, people, idea+-9*+-9*1`s, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for 
students to understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, 
struggles, accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, 
themes, patterns and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  How do objects change over time? 

2.  How does organizing events sequentially help us to understand those events?   

3.  How can the events of your life be represented, using primary sources, to chronicle your life?  

 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Changes over time 
 
Essential Questions: 

*How do objects change over 

time? 

 

*How do we use a calendar to 

show time passing by? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Primary Sources 

 Secondary Sources 

 Artifact 

 Changes 

 Sequence  

 Chronology 

 Historian 

 Past 

 Present 

 Future 

 Week 

 Month 

 Day  

 Year 

 Next week 

 Last week 

 Morning 

 Afternoon 

 Evening 

 Begins to understand the concept of 

yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 

 Begins to understand that history can be 

learned by using a variety of media and 

artifacts. 

 

 

 Discuss events during daily calendar time. 

 Animal Babies by Daniel Moreton 

 From Seed to Plant by Gail Gibbons 

 From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy 

Pfeffer 

 Little House in the Big Woods by Laura 

Wilder 

 How People Learned to Fly by Fran 

Hodgkins 

 The Random House Book of Poetry for 

Children by Jack Prelutsky 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources 
(e.g., artifacts, diaries, timelines) to 
interpret the past. 

 
 
SS-EP-5.2.3 Students will describe 
change over time in communication, 
technology, transportation, and 
education in the community. 

 

 

 
CLTs: 

 I can identify the days of the week. 

 I can identify the months of the year. 

 I can put the days of the week in order.   

 I can correctly use words and phrases to 

show the passage of time.   

 I can locate and describe events on a 

calendar (i.e., birthday, school events, 

holidays, and celebrations). 

 I can give an example of something that 

changes over time (i.e., people, plants, 

animals, seasons, etc.).  

B.  Organizing Events 
 

Essential Questions: 

*How does organizing events 

sequentially help us understand 

those events?  

 
* How can the events of your life 

be represented, using primary 

sources, to chronicle your life? 

 

*How does time and sequence 

chronicle change over time?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sequence  

 Chronology 

 Historian 

 Past 

 Present 

 Future 

 Primary source 

 Week 

 Month 

 Day  

 Year 

 Next week 

 Last week 

 Morning 

 Afternoon 

 Evening 

 Transportation/Timelines 

 Develops an awareness that events occur for 

a reason. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Study changes in transportation.   

 Create a Personal Time Line  

 Using picture sequencing cards, have 

students label them in order (1,2,3,etc.) 

 Put three events in the student’s life on 

a personal timeline. 

 Model writing and illustrating in an 

ICN/journal. 

 Have students bring in pictures from 

one major event for each year of their 

life.  Have parents write the year on the 

back of the pictures.   Students then put 

the events in chronological order and 

glue them to a personal timeline.   

 Create a story map after reading a text.   

Help guide students in determining the 

sequence of events.  

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources 
(e.g., artifacts, diaries, timelines) to 
interpret the past. 
 
SS-EP-5.2.3 Students will describe 
change over time in communication, 
technology, transportation, and 
education in the community. 

CLTs: 

 I can put events in sequential order. 

 I can describe events in my lifetime.    

 I can create a timeline of a day, a week, or my 

life. 

 I can describe how I have changed overtime. 

 I can classify photographs as past events or 

events that happened recently. 

 I can compare pictures (artifacts) of objects 

from the past with pictures (artifacts) today. 

 I can put events in sequential order. 

C.  People and Customs 
 

Essential Questions: 

* How is my family like the 

families of my classmates and 

community? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 
 
SS-EP-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict, 
competition) that occur between 
individuals/groups at home and at 
school. 

 

 Cultures  

 Families  

 Timeline 

 Primary Source 

 Event 

 Past  

 Present 

 Future 

 Artifact  

 Manners-compromise and cooperation: 

listens and speaks respectfully to others. 
 
 

CLTs: 

 I can describe my family, using pictures, 

art, and/or a scrapbook. 
 I can compare my family to families of 

my classmates and community. 
 I can explain how families may be 

different. 
 I can identify some celebrations we have 

in our family. 
 I can explain how my family celebrates 

holidays and special occasions. 
 I can tell why it is important to learn 

about the families of my classmates 

and community. 
 I can explain how my family works 

together to get things done.   

 

 Begin to understand that people speak 

different languages and live in different 

types of houses. 

 Use manners and respect for others.   

 Discuss events during daily calendar time. 

 Interview a grandparent (primary source) 

about how life was different when they 

were young.   Encourage students to bring 

in artifacts from the interview to share with 

the class. 

 Have students bring in artifacts from 

home showing things from the past.  

Arrange in chronological order on a 

timeline.   

 Read stories of children from the past.  

Use a Venn Diagram to have students 

compare their lives to those of the children 

in the book/s.    

 Read about the First Thanksgiving and 

compare to Thanksgiving today.    

 Family Pictures by Carmen Lomas Garza 

 Role Models by Rebecca Rissman 

 From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy 

Pfeffer 

 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

 

 



D. Holidays and Symbols 
 

Essential Questions: 

* What are the similarities and 

differences of holiday 

celebrations throughout various 

cultures?   

 

*What is the meaning of 

American symbols and 

celebrations?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-EP-2.1.1 Students will describe 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
traditions, languages, skills, literature, 
the arts). 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.2.1 Students will identify 
significant patriotic and historical 
songs, symbols, 
monuments/landmarks (e.g., “The 
Star- Spangled Banner,” the 
Underground Railroad, the Statue of 
Liberty) and patriotic holidays (e.g., 
Veterans Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Fourth of July) and explain their 
historical significance. 

 Holidays 

 Symbols 

 Patriotic  

 U.S. Flag 

 Kentucky State Flag 

 Liberty Bell 

 Statue of Liberty 

 Bald Eagle 

 The White House 

 The Star-Spangled Banner 

 National Holiday 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 President’s Day 

 Memorial Day 

 Independence Day 

 Veteran’s Day 

 Thanksgiving  

 Develop an awareness of a variety of 

holidays (e.g.: Veteran’s Day, 

Thanksgiving).     

 Holidays Around the World 

 Country/flag-recognizes the Pledge of 

Allegiance, American Flag, and related 

songs.  

 
 

CLTs: 

 I can tell what a symbol is. 
 I can describe a symbol that stands for 

an event in my life and tell about it.   
 

 

 
 I can explain the difference between two 

different holidays. 
 I can give examples of symbols of the 

United States.  

 Develop an awareness of a variety of 

holidays (e.g.: Veteran’s Day,  

Thanksgiving).   

 Learn information about “Holidays 

Around the World” 

 Learn origins of holidays as they arise 

throughout the year. 

 Recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” daily. 

 Make a T-Chart showing the similarities 

and differences between two holidays. 

 Make a timeline for the school year, 

noting the various holidays and 

celebrations.  

 Make a class book with a page for each of 

the different symbols and holidays.   

 Place symbols on a map of the United 

States indicating their location. 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



E.  Famous Americans  
 

Essential Questions: 

* What is the relationship 

between historical figures of the 

past and with present-day 

Americans?  

 

 

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-EP-5.2.1 Students will identify 
significant patriotic and historical 
songs, symbols, 
monuments/landmarks (e.g., “The 
Star- Spangled Banner,” the 
Underground Railroad, the Statue of 
Liberty) and patriotic holidays (e.g., 
Veterans Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, Fourth of July) and explain their 
historical significance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Primary Source 

 Secondary Source 

 Sequence 

 Responsibility 

 Honesty 

 Courage 

 Historic Figures such as George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Ben 

Franklin, Abe Lincoln, Harriet Tubman, 

etc.  
 

CLTs: 

 I can identify significant historical 

people and explain their significance to 

U.S. citizens today.  
 

 Learn information about “Holidays 

Around the World” 

 Build a timeline of various historical 

figures to show when they lived. 

 Read and discuss stories about historical 

figures who were important in U.S. History.   

 Create a BioCube after reading about an 

American hero:  

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-

resources/studentinteractives/cube-

30057.html 
 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/studentinteractives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/studentinteractives/cube-30057.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/studentinteractives/cube-30057.html


Big Idea 

UNIT 4: ECONOMICS  

Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic 
decisions affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own 
personal lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of 
economic interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.   What are people’s basic needs and wants?  

2.   What are the jobs people in my community have?  

3.   Why do people earn money?  

4.   Why do people save money? 
 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

A.  Needs vs. Wants  
 

Essential Questions: 

* What are people’s basic needs 

and wants? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Economics 
SS-EP-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity 
(e.g., opportunity cost, wants and 
needs, limited productive resources--
natural, human, capital) and explain 
that scarcity requires people to make 
economic choices and incur 
opportunity costs. 
 

 Choice  

 Needs 

 Wants 

 Buy 

 Identify that people need food, shelter, 

and clothing. 

 Identify wants and needs-develop 

awareness that people make choices 

about goods and services 

 Differentiate between buyers and sellers. 

 Understand the concept of trading. 

 Understand that people choose what to 

buy. 

 

 

CLTs: 

 I can identify needs (food, clothing, 

shelter).    

 I can identify some of my wants.   

 I can identify how my needs are met (by 

parents and/or guardians). 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have an opportunity to be both the buyer 

and the seller in a mock grocery store. 

 Talk about bartering. 

 Using a Venn Diagram, have students sort 

pictures according to needs and wants. 

 Connect to the Geography Unit by asking 

“Does where we live in the world make a 

difference in our needs and wants?   Why 

or why not?” 

 Use literature selections/texts to discuss 

the difference between wants and needs.  

 Students work with a partner or the class 

to make posters/illustrations about wants 

and needs.   

 Those Shoes by Maribet Boelts 

 Bunny Money by Rosemary Wells  

 From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy 

Pfeffer 

 

 
 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



SS-EP-3.3.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to markets 
(e.g., market economy, markets, 
wants and needs, goods and services, 
profit, consumer, producer, supply 
and demand, barter, money, trade, 
advertising). 
 
SS-EP-3.3.2 Students will explain 
different ways that people acquire 
goods and services (by 
trading/bartering goods and services 
for other goods and services or by 
using money). 
 
 
Geography 
SS-EP-4.4.1 Students will describe 
ways people adapt to/modify the 
physical environment to meet their 
basic needs (food, shelter, clothing). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify how I might get my wants 

(from parents, stores, using money, etc.). 

 

 

 I can tell what people need in order to live 

(food, clothing, and shelter). 

 

 

 

 I can explain how we use things from our 

world to meet our needs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. People at Work in My 
Community 
 

Essential Questions: 

* What are the jobs people in my 

community have?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Work  

 Community 

 Jobs 

 Tools 

 Equipment 

 Earn  

 Paycheck 

 Income 

 Salary 

 Community Helpers-Begins to identify 

community services (e.g., police and fire 

department, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Understand different community 

services exist. 

 Safety/Fire Safety 

 Wear community helper hats and role 

play. 

 Read stories about different careers.   

 Bring in local community members to 

speak to students about their careers.  

 Use magazines and/or newspapers to 

create a collage of various jobs.   

 Interview someone who works at the 

school about their job.  

 Create a classroom job chart.   Make a 

salary schedule for each job listed.    

 Fire! Fire! by Gail Gibbons 

 

 

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



Economics 
SS-EP-3.3.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to markets 
(e.g., market economy, markets, 
wants and needs, goods and services, 
profit, consumer, producer, supply 
and demand, barter, money, trade, 
advertising). 

 

CLTs: 

 I can identify some workers in my 

community and describe the jobs they do 

(i.e., firefighter, police officer, teacher, 

doctor, etc.). 

 I can describe the uniforms that workers 

wear when on the job and how these 

uniforms are important to their work (i.e., 

firefighter wears flame resistant clothing, a 

police officer is in uniform to help identify 

them and have bulletproof vests to protect 

them, etc.) 

 I can describe some of the tools that 

workers use and how these tools help 

workers to perform their jobs (i.e., 

firefighter uses water hoses to fight fires, 

etc.) 

C.  Money: Spending and 
Saving 
 

Essential Questions: 

* Why do people earn money? 

 

* Why do people save money?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Economics 
SS-EP-3.2.1 Students will identify and 
give examples of economic 
institutions (banks) and explain how 
they help people deal with the 
problem of scarcity (e.g., loan money, 
save money) in today’s market 
economy. 

 

 Money 

 Income 

 Coin  

 Bill  

 Dollar 

 Penny 

 Nickel 

 Dime  

 Quarter 

 Develop an awareness that people make 

choices about goods and services. 

 Develops an awareness that when you 

make a choice you give up what is not 

chosen. (opportunity cost) 

 Understand how people get money. 

(banks) 

 
CLTs: 

 I can identify and define what money is. 

 I can identify the different types of U.S. 

currency: penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and 

dollar. 

 I can give examples of how to spend 

money. 

 I can give examples of how to save money.   

 I can name something I might save money 

for in order to buy.   

 Use token economy system. 

 Define income. 

 Give examples of spending money on a 

want.  

 Discuss how to save money (also the use 

of banks). 

 Have students choose a job they would 

want in the future.   Have them illustrate 

and label their future career.   

 Start a mock class business.   

 On-Going Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative Assessment 

 



 


